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BOROUGH  OF  HOVE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1955 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  your  direction  I am  presenting  my  Annual 
Report  upon  the  Health  of  die  Town  for  the  year  1955.  The 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  would  be  very  largely  satisfied 
by  the  information  contained  in  the  tables  at  the  back  of  the  report, 
but  in  order  to  make  them  more  intelligible  and  with  a view  to  pin- 
pointing some  of  the  more  important  happenings  of  the  year  1 have 
as  in  former  years  compiled  this  forword.  I would  draw  your  special 
attention  to  the  sections  dealing  with  Slum  Clearance,  Underground 
Rooms,  Smoke  and  Grit  Nuisance  and  the  account  of  the  outbreak 
of  Paratyphoid  Fever  which  entailed  a tremendous  amount  of 
investigation  and  some  considerable  worries— all  behind  the  scenes. 
Amongst  all  the  departments  of  the  Council  service  the  Public  Health 
is  unique  in  that  so  much  of  its  work  has  to  be  carried  out  on  the 
personal  responsibility  of  the  principal  members  acting  under 
statutory  requirements  rather  than  Committee  decisions.  The  variety 
of  matters  described  in  these  pages  which  now  come  under  local  or 
central  control  and  the  establishment  of  services  by  statutory  bodies 
previously  within  the  province  of  the  individual  or  voluntary 
organisations  illustrate  one  feature  of  the  present  age — the  decline 
in  social  responsibility.  This  has  been  brought  about  in  various  ways 
and  by  many  factors — -the  break-up  of  families  and  family  life,  the 
diminishing  influence  of  the  individual  citizen  placed  in  a position 
of  trust  and  responsibility  and  the  enormous  amount  of  instruction 
and  propaganda  sent  out  on  the  wireless  and  through  the  press. 
Comments  are  frequently  heard  that  the  Welfare  State  is  sapping  the 
personal  responsibility  of  the  individual— may  it  not  be  that  the 
Welfare  State  has  had  to  be  created  because  that  process  had  already 
commenced. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

I have  on  a number  of  previous  occasions  referred  to  the  stationary 
character  of  Hove’s  population — a distinction  which  it  shares  with 
most  of  its  neighbours  on  the  coastal  strip,  and  the  mid-year  estimate 
of  the  resident  population  by  the  Registrar  General  adds  only  another 
100  to  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  forecast 
post-war  trends  of  population,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  pre-war 
increases  in  both  East  and  West  Sussex  have  not  been  repeated  and 
it  seems  likely  that  under  present  economic  conditions,  people  moving 
out  of  London  will  elect  for  country  areas  nearer  Greater  London. 
I think  therefore  that  in  our  planning  for  the  immediate  as  opposed 
to  the  remote  future,  70,000  will  be  the  figure  to  be  kept  in  mind. 

If,  however,  the  population  remains  stationary  and  the  deaths  are 
nearly  double  the  births,  we  have  cause  to  congratulate  ourselves  on 
a very  low  number  of  Infant  Deaths  under  1 year — 7 in  all — an  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  of  11.8,  and  no  Maternal  Deaths.  For  years  now  it 
has  been  contended  by  many  General  Practitioners  and  some 
Obstetricians  that  the  safest  place  for  the  mother’s  confinement  is 
her  own  home,  but  in  Hove  some  80%  of  the  births  take  place  in 
hospital,  which  even  if  it  is  not  accepted  as  the  safest  place,  is  obviously 
not  a too  dangerous  one.  So  long  as  the  accommodation  is  available 
I fancy  that  the  mother-to-be  will  prefer  the  delivery  ward  where  if 
anything  goes  wrong,  expert  assistance  is  readily  available  even  if  the 
risks,  which  she  does  not  appreciate,  of  cross  infection  are  the  greater 
— more  particularly  so  when  this  is  so  much  cheaper.  An  analysis 
of  the  ages  of  death  shows  that  only  one  survived  for  as  long  as  three 
weeks,  the  remainder  dying  within  24  hours  of  birth.  Amongst  the 
causes  were  Prematurity  2 ; Congenital  failure  of  the  lungs  to  expand 
4 ; Broncho-pneumonia  1 ; and  all  but  one  were  born  in  a maternity 
hospital  or  ward  where  obviously  the  best  possible  treatment  was 
available  on  the  spot. 

The  total  deaths  showed  an  increase  in  numbers  and  in  rate,  which 
is  only  to  be  expected  with  a 20%  of  the  population  already  aged 
becoming  more  so  each  year.  If,  however.  Hove  had  a population 
with  an  age  grouping  similar  to  many  other  parts  of  the  country 
where  there  is  a more  active  communitv,  its  death  rate  would  stand 
comparison  with  all  and  would  probably  be  rather  better  than  some. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  by  reduction  of  overcrowding,  better 
social  conditions  and  nutrition  and  advances  towards  the  elimination 
of  many  of  the  killing  diseases  of  childhood  at  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  we  have  improved  the  chances  of  survival  of  every  infant 
born  by  about  50%  in  the  same  period — 98  out  of  every  100  born  can 
today  be  expected  to  reach  the  age  of  40  compared  with  only  68  in 
1900.  We  have  not  been  nearly  so  successful  at  the  other  end  of  life 
—the  expectation  of  life  at  65  one  hundred  years  ago  was  10.8  years 
—today  it  is  only  12.  It  may  be  that  in  attempting  to  prolong  life 
we  are  fighting  a losing  battle  or  one  that,  even  if  we  are  victorious, 
will  provide  as  many  fresh  problems  as  it  will  solve  old  ones.  The 
present  prospect  of  1 person  in  5 being  entitled  to  a pension  unless 
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more  can  be  done  to  enable  the  elderly  persons  to  contribute  to  their 
own  welfare  and  the  national  exchequer,  is  not  one  that  will  commend 
itself  wholeheartedly  to  those  who  have  to  support  them.  There  is, 
however,  one  small  ray  of  comfort— the  effect  of  the  high  birth  rates 
of  the  turn  of  the  century  will  work  itself  out  by  1979  and  thereafter 
we  can  expect  a decline  in  the  proportion  of  old  people.  In  the 
meanwhile,  whilst  seeking  methods  of  prolonging  man’s  active 
employment  after  his  so-called  retiring  age,  we  must  also  ensure 
that  those  years  will  not  be  “clouded  with  anxiety,  difficulty  and 
boredom.” 

The  deaths  amongst  adults  included  an  excess  of  those  due  to 
Cancer,  Heart  Disease  especially  Coronary  Disease,  and  terminal 
Respiratory  Diseases  such  as  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis.  Cancer  of 
the  Lung,  which  has  been  much  in  the  public  eve  in  the  past  few  years, 
accounted  for  31  deaths — 24  Males  and  7 Females.  Not  sufficient 
in  themselves  to  base  any  firm  conclusion  in  the  controversy  as  to  the 
part  played  by  cigarette  smoking  in  excess,  but  quite  adequate  to 
demonstrate  the  vulnerability  of  the  Male  sex. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  showed  its  usual  incidence  of  mild  sporadoc  cases 
and  Whooping  Cough,  according  to  the  notification  register,  only 
infected  76  children.  I commented  last  year  that  Measles  appears 
to  be  returning  to  its  pre-war  biennial  cycle — for  1955  produced  700 
cases  as  against  13  in  1954.  Nevertheless  we  have  very  good  reason 
to  believe  that  the  number  of  notifications  is  very  far  from  repre- 
senting the  total  incidence  of  both  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
and  there  seems  to  be  very  little  reason  for  continuing  to  include 
them  in  the  list— their  abolition  would  at  least  save  the  exchequer 
somewhere  between  £18,000 — £60,000  per  annum  on  notification 
fees  and  nobody  except  perhaps  the  statistician  would  be  any  worse 
off.  Today  the  Medical  Office  of  Health  who  has  good  relations 
with  his  General  Practitioner  colleagues  does  not  depend  upon  or 
wait  for  a notification  for  the  knowledge  of  an  infectious  disease 
in  which  some  Public  Health  activity  or  investigation  is  required — 
he  knows  that  he  will  receive  the  information  as  soon  as  or  even 
before  the  diagnosis  is  made. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Five  cases  were  admitted  to  Foredown  Flospital  during  the  year — 
3 Males  and  2 Females — the  latter  both  adults  ; 3 of  the  cases  were 
classified  as  Paralytic,  2 of  which  were  discharged  with  no  muscular 
weakness — the  third,  a very  severe  case  which  involved  the  respiratory 
muscles,  is  still  in  hospital  and  cannot  be  released  from  the  Iron  Lung 
even  now  except  for  short  periods.  It  is  unusual  to  find  two  members 
of  one  family  affected  with  this  disease  but  in  1955  two  children — 
5 years  and  13  years — both  succumbed  with  a month  in  between,  which 
seems  to  suggest  that  they  caught  it  from  two  independent  sources, 
although  in  this  particular  family  the  chances  of  the  infection  re- 
maining static  in  the  house  were  perhaps  greater  than  usual. 
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Towards  the  middle  of  the  year  a number  of  cases  of  Paratyphoid 
Fever  were  diagnosed  in  the  3 towns  of  Brighton,  Hove  and  Portslade 
— and  eventually  some  16  (4  from  Hove)  were  being  treated  in 
Foredown  Hospital— not  all  of  these  proved  to  be  definite  cases  but 
symptomless  excretors  of  the  germ,  but  capable  nevertheless  of 
passing  it  on.  All  the  early  cases  were  in  the  teenage  group  and  it 
was  thought  that  there  might  have  been  some  point  of  connection  in 
places  of  entertainment,  but  after  thorough  investigation  this  theory 
proved  untenable.  Some  of  them  were  employed  in  a local  factory 
but  again  extensive  enquiries  failed  to  inculpate  anything  there, 
and  indeed  the  actual  source  of  the  infection  was  never  discovered, 
despite  a vast  amount  of  detective  work  carried  out  by  the  staff  of 
the  local  Public  Health  Departments  and  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
The  geographical  distribution  ranging  from  Brighton  to  Horsham 
and  the  age  grouping  from  15  months  to  40  years,  made  it  unlikely 
that  any  commodity  made  locally  was  responsible  and  therefore  it 
was  postulated  that  some  raw  imported  ingredient  such  as  Egg 
Albumin  or  constituent  of  synthetic  cream  might  have  been  the  cause, 
although  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  no  definite  evidence  to  support  this 
view  was  forthcoming.  Paratyphoid  Fever  is  the  result  of  faulty 
personal  hygiene,  but  as  in  this  case,  the  common  origin  frequently 
remains  undetected.  In  most  cases  the  patients  were  rendered 
non-infectious  before  their  discharge  from  hospital,  but  2 continued 
to  excrete  the  organism  for  periods  up  to  6 months  and  it  is  a tribute 
to  the  personal  habits  of  all  the  families  concerned  that  no  secondary 
cases  resulted. 

Dysentery. 

11  cases  of  Dysentery  occurred,  all  of  the  mild  Sonne  type,  which 
has  become  endemic  in  this  country  since  the  war.  It  is  certain  that 
there  are  very  many  more  cases  than  are  known  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment or  the  private  doctors,  and  as  with  the  spread  of  Paratyphoid 
Fever,  the  remedy  lies  in  the  development  amongst  all  sections  of  the 
public  of  sound  hygienic  habits,  especially  those  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  and  distribution  of  foods. 

Tuberculosis. 

94  new  cases — some  being  transfers  from  other  areas,  were  added 
to  the  register  and  60  removed  through  death  or  other  causes,  leaving 
a net  increase  of  34.  In  the  Pulmonary  type  of  this  disease,  amongst 
Males  the  age  group  most  affected  was  that  between  45 — 60  and 
Females  between  15 — 25.  My  own  view  is  that  the  largest  reservoir 
of  infection  at  the  present  time  and  the  most  likely  to  yield  results 
if  it  can  be  substantially  reduced,  is  in  Males  round  about  50.  Many 
of  them  have  a cough  with  sputum  which  they  attribute  to  smoking 
or  bronchial  catarrh — the  disease  is  minimal  in  its  subjective  effects 
so  that  they  can  almost  be  classified  as  ‘‘carriers”  and  they  are  reluctant, 
either  from  personal  fear,  possible  loss  of  employment,  or  perhaps 
indifference,  to  consult  their  doctors  or  to  visit  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit.  This  was  stationed  as  usual  in  Brighton  during  the  winter 
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months  and  visited  the  other  centres  in  East  Sussex  during  the  summer. 
In  all  46,000  miniature  X-Rays  were  taken,  of  whom  3,000  were  asked 
to  return  for  a large  scale  him.  The  discovery  rate  of  new  cases  fell 
from  3.3  to  2.9  cases  per  1,000  examined — due  to  the  increasing 
percentage  of  re-examinations  of  the  same  persons  carried  out  each 
year.  The  problem  of  the  future  is  how  to  attract  new  age  groups 
or  sections  of  the  population  who  hitherto  have  failed  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  form  of  check  over,  and  next  year’s  visit  to  Hove 
may  to  some  extent  he  successful  in  attaining  this  aim. 

Housing. 

From  the  tables  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager  on  page  21  it 
appears  that  at  the  end  of  1955,  with  the  exception  of  33  properties 
in  the  course  of  construction  by  private  contract,  the  Council’s 
Housing  Programme  was  virtually  completed  and  with  the  exception 
of  the  rehousing  of  families  from  requisitioned  properties  due  to  be 
released,  which  it  is  anticipated  will  be  met  by  the  purchase  and 
conversion  of  existing  older  houses,  and  the  future  need  for  rehousing 
persons  displaced  by  the  closure  of  basements  as  the  result  of  the  survey 
being  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  no  further  Council 
houses  will  be  built,  at  any  rate  for  the  present.  The  waiting  list  was 
further  reduced  by  approximately  100  and  122  families  rehoused  in 
various  types  of  accommodation.  The  Sub-Committee  on  Housing 
Management  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Council  in  their  Fifth 
Report  strongly  recommended  the  abolition  of  any  residential 
qualifications  except  in  areas  of  special  residential  attractions  where  it 
should  be  limited  to  one  year.  The  Council’s  present  policy  is  to 
require  three  years  continuous  residence  in  Hove  or  the  neighbouring 
areas  with  whom  there  is  reciprocity  before  an  application  can  be 
accepted  and  to  that  must  be  added  probably  about  another  2 years 
before  the  house  is  actually  available.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is 
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a definite  hardship  in  some  deserving  families  who  are  living  in 
unsuitable  and  crowded  conditions  and  a definite  handicap  to  the 
health  and  development  of  the  children  brought  up  in  these  surround- 
ings, but  unless  such  a policy  became  a national  one,  it  is  likely  that 
seaside  resorts  and  other  areas  of  special  attraction  would  be  over- 
whelmed by  immigrants  from  industrial  and  less  salubrious  localities. 
Even  under  present  conditions  quite  a number  of  families  move 
into  the  area  without  any  settled  employment  and  often  without 
the  qualification  for  one  and  obviously  this  process  would  be  largely 
increased  if  no  residential  bar  were  imposed. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  what  the  Ministry  of  Health  terms  10  Food  Poisoning 
“incidents”  reported  in  1955,  but  only  in  2 cases  were  more  than 
one  member  of  a family  involved.  Although  every  endeavour  is 
always  made  to  trace  the  source,  it  is  usually  impossible  in  these 
isolated  cases,  either  because  all  the  suspected  food  has  been  consumed 
or  otherwise  is  not  available  or  the  patient’s  symptoms  have  cleared 
up  before  information  becomes  available  to  the  Public  Health 
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Department.  There  are  many  reasons  for  this  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  Food  Poisoning  but  the  most  important  is  the  change  in  the  eating 
habits  of  the  general  public  and  a change  in  our  national  dietary 
which  is  now  so  largely  comprised  of  made-up  dishes  and  other  types 
of  food  which  provide  such  a good  breeding-ground  for  the  specific 
germs.  The  principles  of  the  hygienic  preparation  of  all  such  dishes 
are  by  now  well  known,  it  is  in  the  continued  application  of  them 
that  the  fault  lies. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

In  previous  years  I have  gone  quite  deeply  into  the  problems  and 
requirements  of  the  old  people  who  in  Hove  form  some  20%  of  the 
total  population  and  there  is  nothing  further  to  add  except  to  say  that 
the  requests  for  investigation  and  assistance  continue  to  rise  without 
any  corresponding  increase  in  the  accommodation  either  in  hospital 
or  Part  III  accommodation  available.  On  February  9th,  1955  the 
inaugural  meeting  of  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council  was  held  and 
subsequently  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  was 
nominated  as  the  Council’s  representative  on  that  body. 

The  building  programme  for  1955  included  the  construction  of 

23  old  people’s  flats  in  Sackville  Road,  which  are  now  well  on  the 
way  to  completion,  and  a further  12  on  a site  in  Knoll  Close  which 
have  yet  to  be  started.  Whenever  possible  these  flats  should  be  built- 
in  the  central  part  of  a town  and  not  in  the  more  exposed  positions 
amongst  new  housing  estates  where  it  is  probable  that  the  tenants 
will  have  to  form  new  friendships  at  an  age  when  such  friendships 
are  not  so  easily  attained,  and  will  find  shopping  distances  longer  and 
more  wearisome  than  in  the  former  abodes.  I am  wondering  whether 
sufficient  thought  is  given  to,  at  high  level,  or  the  opinions  of  those 
who  really  understand  old  people  invited,  in  the  planning  of  flats  for 
their  occupation.  It  may,  for  instance,  seem  ideal  to  combine  living 
room  and  bedroom  with  a continuous  burning  fire  until  one  recollects 
that  coal  is  expensive  and  the  maintenance  of  the  fire  throughout 

24  hours  may  be  beyond  the  physical  capabilities  of  old  people. 
The  provision  of  a separate  kitchen  may  be  hvgienically  sound  until 
one  remembers  that  many  old  people  prefer  to  live  and  cook  in  the 
same  room  even  if  it  involves  going  to  bed  in  a separate  bedroom. 
However  carefully  the  candidates  are  selected  at  the  onset,  there 
will  come  a time  when  they  are  unable  to  cope  in  a flat,  particularly 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  block,  which,  with  a few  modifications, 
is  really  of  standard  design  for  much  younger  persons,  and  it  is  no  use 
expecting  old  people,  single  or  married,  to  keep  clean  or  warm 
accommodation  which  is  too  large  for  them. 

Three  applications  were  made  to  the  Court  for  Compulsory  removal 
under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1946  and  they  were  all 
granted — 1 died  shortly  after  removal  from  the  disease  he  was  suffering 
from  previously  ; 1 settled  down  permanently  and  the  other  recovered 
sufficiently  to  return  home  after  a period  of  treatment — unfortunately 
she  has  relapsed  again  and  has  had  to  return  to  hospital,  this  time  for 
good.  In  3 other  cases  authority  was  given  by  the  Public  Health 
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Committee  for  applications  to  the  Court,  but  it  was  not  necessary  to 
proceed  further  as  they  agreed  to  enter  voluntarily.  I believe  that  in 
many  cases  the  opposition  of  old  people  to  entering  homes  is  not  so 
much  due  to  the  necessity  of  giving  up  their  own  home  or  even  fear 
that  such  a move  implies  the  nearer  approach  of  death,  but  is  part 
of  their  increasing  reluctance  and  inability  to  make  up  their  minds 
or  to  come  to  a final  decision  about  any  problem.  My  experience  is 
that  when  that  decision  is  taken  for  them  and  they  know  that  they  have 
got  to  go,  they  accept  the  situation  and  in  most  cases  settle  down  quite 
happily  in  their  new  surroundings.  Many  of  them  are  feeling  the 
effects  of  an  inadequate  diet  and  lack  of  a hygienically  ordered 
existence  and  once  those  have  been  remedied  it  is  surprising  how 
quickly  both  the  physical  and  mental  powers  improve.  One  of  the 
problems  which  such  an  ordered  existence  brings  in  its  train,  however, 
is  the  loss  of  interest  in  anything — the  very  struggle  for  existence 
which  they  have  had  to  endure  outside  has  maintained  their  will  to 
live  and  once  this  has  been  removed  it  is  often  difficult  to  find  a 
substitute. 


Smoke  and  Grit  Nuisance. 

During  the  summer  a fresh  series  of  complaints  were  received  from 
residents  and  traders  in  the  western  part  of  the  Borough  of  deposits 
of  grit  on  their  premises  and  gardens  and  at  the  ]uly  meeting  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  it  was  resolved,  after  a very  full  discussion, 
to  await  the  report  of  the  Chief  Alkali  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  and  at  the  same  time  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  the  Southwick  Council  to  reconstitute  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  three  towns  chiefly  affected.  In  his  report  the  Inspector 
stated  that  he  was  unable  to  find  any  obvious  reasons  for  complaint 
regarding  the  operations  of  these  installations.  He  reported  that 
the  Gas  Works  had  been  modernised  and  the  substitution  of  the  old 
horizontal  retort  house  bv  continuous  verticals  had  resulted  in  a 
definite  improvement.  The  Electricity  power-station  had  been 
extended  and  the  amount  of  pulverised  coal  used  had  therefore 
increased  but  recent  tests  had  shown  that  the  dedusting  plant  at  the 
old  section  is  96%  efficient  and  that  at  the  new  section  is  99%  efficient. 
The  dust  that  escaped  was  so  fine  that  it  should  float  almost  indefinitely 
and  the  Inspector  thought  it  was  difficult  to  understand  how  it  could 
cause  a nuisance  in  the  locality.  These  works  were  obviouslv  by 
far  the  greatest  consumers  of  coal  in  the  area.  The  Inspector  noted, 
however,  that  there  were  other  industrial  undertakings  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood burning  coal  and  that  coal  for  their  use  was  being  discharged 
at  the  harbour.  He  therefore  suggested  that  in  an  endeavour  to 
trace  the  source  of  the  pollution,  samples  of  locally  deposited  dust 
should  be  obtained  either  by  laying  out  trays  for  a few  days  at  a time 
or  by  the  installation  of  standard  guages. 

At  the  same  time  similar  complaints  were  also  made  about  certain 
laundries  in  the  central  part  of  the  town  and  vigorous  steps  were 
taken  in  collaboration  with  the  managers  concerned  to  remedy  or  at 
any  rate  alleviate  the  nuisance — in  two  cases  bv  the  installation  of 
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economisers,  which  by  promoting  the  more  complete  combustion 
of  the  fuel  would  lead  to  less  emission  of  ash  and  in  the  other  the  firm 
decided  to  change  over  to  oil. 

The  Clean  Air  Bill,  which  was  looked  upon  as  an  earnest  of  the 
Government’s  intention  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  smoke  pollution, 
was  debated  in  the  House  of  Commons  but  has  not  yet  passed  through 
its  final  stages.  In  some  respects  it  will  undoubtedly  enhance  Local 
Authorities’  powers  to  deal  with  this  type  of  nuisance,  although  the 
number  and  character  of  the  defences  against  the  emission  of  dark 
smoke  will  still  handicap  them  in  their  efforts  to  clean  up  the  atmo- 
sphere. In  particular  the  retention  of  the  claim  that  the  best  practical 
means  had  been  used  to  abate  the  nuisance  will  still  be  a stumbling 
block  to  effective  action,  particularly  against  large  concerns. 

Slum  Clearance. 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  Act  1954  every  Local  Authority  was 
required  to  send  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
by  August  1955  a return  showing  their  proposals  for  dealing  with 
houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  according  to  the  definition 
in  Section  9 and  any  other  houses  which  are  or  ought  to  be  included 
in  clearance  areas.  In  conjunction  with  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
I carried  out  a survey  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  which  by  reason 
of  their  age  might  be  considered  to  come  within  the  scope  of  that 
description,  and  presented  a comprehensive  report  thereon  in  May 
1955.  We  pointed  out  that  the  oldest  properties  in  the  Borough  were 
those  built  prior  to  1828  in  the  area  between  the  eastern  boundary 
and  Adelaide  Crescent,  south  of  Lansdowne  Road,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder up  to  the  line  Sackville  Gardens,  Rutland  Gardens  and 
Rutland  Road,  at  varying  periods  between  that  date  and  1896.  All 
the  other  houses  west  of  that  line  and  north  of  the  railway  line  were 
erected  between  1896-1909.  In  our  survey  we  paid  special  attention 
to  three  areas  : — 

(1)  The  houses  north  of  Clarendon  Villas  to  the  south  side  of 
the  railway  and  extending  from  Goldstone  Villas  to  Sackville 
Road,  which  were  built  between  1865  and  1896. 

(2)  1 he  area  which  includes  Brunswick  Street  East,  Holland 
Mews,  Upper  and  Lower  Market  Streets,  Brunswick  Street 
West,  Waterloo  Street,  Farman  Street  and  Cross  Street.  In 
this  area  there  is  a considerable  degree  of  dual  occupation 
involving  workshop,  factory,  store  or  shop  on  the  ground 
floor,  with,  in  some  cases,  a flat  over.  The  buildings  were 
erected  before  1828. 

(3)  The  area  consisting  of  Victoria  Cottages  and  Sussex  Road 
where  the  properties  wrere  constructed  between  1828  and 
1865, 

and  expressed  the  opinion  that  their  main  structures  were  in  good 
condition,  that  many  of  them  being  owner-occupied  had  been  well 
maintained  and  that  there  was  a reasonable  prospect  of  their  providing 
satisfactory  accommodation  for  -a  further  period  of  at  least  20  years. 
We  recommended  therefore  that  the  Minister  should  be  informed 
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that  there  were  no  areas  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  under  slum 
clearance  proposals  and  that  there  was  only  one  individual  unfit 
house  which  could  not  be  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  at  a 
reasonable  cost  and  should  be  demolished.  This  was  in  fact  carried 
out.  These  recommendations  were  approved  by  the  Council  and 
forwarded  to  the  Minister  who  accepted  them  as  representing  the 
appropriate  proposals  under  the  Act. 

Whilst,  however,  I was  satisfied  that  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word  there  were  no  slums  in  Hove,  I was  by  no  means  so  happy 
about  the  condition  of  freedom  from  dampness  of  many  of  the 
basements,  particularly  those  on  the  eastern  side  where  the  houses 
had  been  built  long  before  damp  proof  courses  and  site  concrete  had 
been  prescribed  under  building  bye  laws  or  even  thought  of.  In 
the  absence  of  these  two  essentials  no  basement  is  dry  even  though 
at  times  it  appears  so.  I therefore  obtained  the  Committee’s  approval 
to  undertake  a comprehensive  survey  of  all  basements  with  a view 
to  obtaining  accurate  information  of  how  many,  broadly  speaking, 
were  unfit  or  unsuitable  for  human  habitation.  Before,  however, 
this  could  be  got  under  way,  revised  Underground  Room  Regulations, 
in  many  respects  more  stringent  than  those  of  1939,  which  in  effect 
had  never  been  enforced,  were  issued  and  these  raised  in  their  turn 
several  fresh  problems,  particularly  in  connection  with  conversion 
of  old  premises  into  flats  where  the  upper  floors  came  under  Building 
Bye-laws  and  the  basements  under  the  new  Regulations.  There 
was  also  the  further  complication  of  those  basements  which  by  no 
possible  means  could  be  made  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  in 
respect  of  light,  ventilation  and  depth  below  the  floor  level  of  the 
area,  and  it  was  decided  that  in  cases  where  the  non-compliance  was 
of  a minor  nature  the  Council  would  give  an  undertaking  not  to  apply 
a Closing  Order  merely  because  of  this  fact.  In  an  interim  report 
submitted  in  July  1955  I mentioned  that  out  of  187  properties  surveyed, 
12  were  considered  for  Closing  Orders,  10  were  considered  not  to  be 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost.  By  the  end  of  the 
year,  497  basements  had  been  surveyed — 4 whole  basements  and 
7 parts  of  basements  closed.  Unfortunately  the  time  which  could  be 
devoted  from  the  Inspectors’  ordinary  duties,  together  with  the 
interruptions  caused  by  the  necessity  of  considering  conversions  as  a 
priority,  made  it  imperative  to  restrict  the  survey  to  empty  properties 
in  which  no  question  of  rehousing  the  occupants  could  arise.  Finally 
the  advent  of  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act  with  its  many  requirements, 
caused  the  survey  as  such  to  come  to  an  end  at  any  rate  for  the  time 

* J 

being. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Although  the  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  these  forms  of 
protection  rests  with  the  Local  Health  Authority,  information  about 
the  state  of  immunisation  in  the  town  is  always,  I am  sure,  of  interest 
to  the  Council.  It  is  not  possible  to  calculate  accurately,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  Diphtheria  where  the  course  of  injections  started  in  the 
first  year  of  a baby’s  life  very  often  extends  into  the  second,  the 
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absolute  percentage  protected,  but  1 calculate  that  out  of  every  100 
children  who  could  and  should  be  immunised  during  the  year  1955, 
72%  were  in  fact  dealt  with  either  at  Local  Authority  Clinics  or  by 
private  doctors. 

In  the  case  of  Vaccination,  which  is  normally  carried  out  about  the 
fourth  to  sixth  month,  it  is  possible  to  more  accurately  relate  the 
number  of  vaccinations  to  the  number  of  babies  born  in  a particular 
year  and  here  I estimate  the  percentage  to  be  about  62%. 

Hove  Laboratory. 

During  the  year  it  was  finally  decided  that  the  laboratory  situated 
in  the  Public  Health  Department  had  outlived  its  usefulness  and 
should  be  closed  on  January  1st,  1956.  In  its  earlier  years — it  was 
established  in  1899— it  had  fulfilled  an  essential  purpose  and  in  the 
days  when  Diphtheria  was  prevalent,  many  Hove  children  individually 
owed  their  lives  to  the  speed  and  accuracy  of  the  reports  upon  their 
throat  swabs.  During  the  outbreak  of  streptococcal  infection  in 
1929  due  to  Milk,  it  played  an  invaluable  part  in  the  investigation  and 
diagnosis  of  the  cause  and  it  served  the  needs  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  in  the  examination  of  specimens  of  sputum.  Up  to  about 
1950  it  continued  to  be  of  use,  although  a diminishing  one,  to  General 
Practitioners  faced  with  difficult  throat  conditions,  but  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Brighton  with  its  greater 
range  of  techniques  and  improved  methods  of  culture,  together  with 
the  disappearance  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  as  dangerous 
diseases  of  childhood,  rendered  it  obsolete,  and  so  after  56  years  it 
has  been  closed. 

Conclusion. 

I cannot  conclude  this  foreword  without  referring  to  the  loyalty, 
conscientiousness  and  efficiency  of  all  members  of  my  staff,  and  their 
cheerful  acceptance  of  the  multifarious  duties  which  fall  to  their  lot 
by  reason  either  of  the  volume  of  fresh  legislation  placed  upon  the 
Statute  Book  or  the  necessity  of  endeavouring  to  keep  a reasonable 
balance  between  the  requirements  of  the  Borough  and  County  Council. 
In  the  first  case  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Churcher,  has  coped 
most  efficiently  with  all  the  new  tasks  imposed  upon  him  and  the 
Inspectors,  and  in  the  latter  the  Chief  Clerk,  Mr.  Rickett,  has  managed 
to  keep  running  successfully  two  different  administrative  systems. 
I would  also  like  to  mention  Dr.  Kershaw,  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  who  despite  his  preoccupation  with  the  School  Health 
Service,  has  always  been  available  to  deal  with  Public  Health  problems 
either  in  my  absence  or  whenever  called  upon.  Finally  I would 
record  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  who  have  always  given  me  their  confidence  and 
supported  me  in  my  endeavours  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  Borough 
and  improve  the  living  conditions  of  its  citizens. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  E.  CHADWICK, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS,  1953. 


Area 

(Acres)  4,010f 

Resident  Population  (Mid-1955) 

• • 

69,580 

Population,  1951  (Census) 

• • 

69,435 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1955) 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

• • 

£1,202,212 

£4,844 

Births. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . . 635 

322 

313 

Illegitimate  . . . . 41 

21 

20 

Birth  rate  : 9.72  (standard). 

Birth  rate  : 11.47  (corrected). 

Deaths  . . . . . . 1214 

492 

722 

Death  rate  : 17.45  (standard). 

Death  rate  : 10.12  (corrected). 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

• • 

211 

Deaths  from  Measles 

« • 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

• • 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . . 5 

3 

2 

Illegitimate  . . . . 2 

— 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 10.35. 

Legitimate  . . . . 7.87 

Illegitimate  . . . . 48.78 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  per  1,000  births  : 10.35 

Still  Births  : S' 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  . . 0.11 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  . . 11.83 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  : Nil 

Infant  Deaths  : 7. 

Under  one  month  . . 7,  i.e.,  100% 
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REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 


Number 

of 

Homes 

Number  o 

f Beds  prov 

ided  for  : 

Maternity 

Others 

Totals 

Homes  first 
registered 
during  year 

2 

- - . - 

20 

20 

Homes  on  the 
Registered  List 
at  end  of  year 

32 

. 12 

389 

401 

OLD  PEOPLE,  1955. 

Total  number  of  new  patients  visited  during  the  year 


Total  number  of  revisits 

Brighton  General  Hospital  and 

related  Hospitals  . . . . 26 

Brighton  General  Hospital 

Mental  Observation  beds  . . 3 

Other  Hospitals  . . . . 4 

Nursing  Homes  . . . . 16 

St.  Francis  Hospital  . . 2 

County  Welfare  Homes  . . 23 

Private  Old  People’s  Homes  . . 9 

Observation  at  home  or  pending 
admission  to  County  Welfare  or 
other  homes  . . . . 224 
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Of  the  above  : 23  died  at  home. 

15  died  in  hospital. 

3 died  in  nursing  homes. 

2 died  in  County  Welfare  Home. 

1 died  in  Private  Old  People’s  Homes. 
9 left  District. 
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336 
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TUBERCULOSIS  1955. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
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These  figures  include  ’‘'‘Inward  Transfers. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1955. 
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PS 

< 

W 

** 

w 

x 

H 

O 

Z 

H-t 

PS 

p 

Q 

CD 

w 

CD 

<1 

w 

CD 

HH 

Q 

W 

PQ 

C 

i— i 

tC 

t— i 

H 

O 

2: 


CO 

<U 

co  TO 

cs  <u 

U uo 


03  O 

cZ 

H 


00 

CN 


vO 

t— 


LO 


CN 

MO 


^1"  CN  O 


<U 

CO 

<U 

m 

5 


• 

JO 

• 

• 

• 

• 

VH 

<U 

• 

fcJO 

> 

p 

<U 

c 

CO 

Ph 

<L> 

u 

• y-"i 

4—> 

2 

’g 

c 

e 

no 

> 

V 

Ph 

•M 

QJ 

CJO 

G 

♦ **H 

CL 

o 

T> 

s 

1 

co 

JJ 

U 

<U 

*-> 

C 

"c 

JO 

Cl 

j, 

CO 

05 

T 

CJ 

'Th 

03 

u 

CO 

o 

JO 

0 

O 

Ch 

’To 

Cd 

<U 

G 

<U 

G 

PH 

<u 

co 

Q 

+j 

o3 

u 

a 

Ph 

• i~ 1 

CO 

>•» 

VH 

cq 

to 

.c 

c 

o 

m 

o 

PH 

no 

C 

O 


16 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  ADMITTED  FROM  THE  HOVE 

AREA  DURING  1955. 


M. 

Syphilis. 

Neuro  . . . . 1 

Other  late  or  latent  stages  2 

3 

Less  : transferred  from 

other  areas  . . 1 

2 


Gonorrhoea  • . . 21 

Less  : transferred  from 

other  areas  . . 1 

20 


Other  Conditions. 

Non-specific  urethritis  . . 20 

Conditions  requiring 

treatment  . . 29 

Conditions  not  requiring 

treatment  . . 8 

57 


F.  Transfers 
1 1 

1 


1 

5 


14 

4 

18 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

1955. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 
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There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 


VACCINATION. 


VACCINATION 
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(a)  HOUSING  PROGRESS  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1955. 


Council  Houses. 


Total  at  Quarter  ended 

31/12/54  31/3/55  30/6/55  30/9/55  31/12/55 


(a)  To  be  built  under 
Contracts  signed  by 

o J 


the  Council 

956 

956 

956 

956 

956 

(b)  Total  number 
completed 

906 

956 

956 

956 

956 

(c)  Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 
tion 

50 

23 

33 

(d)  To  be  built  by 
direct  labour  by 
Housing  Depart- 
ment 

240 

240 

240 

240 

240 

(e)  Total  number 
completed 

240 

240 

240 

240 

240 

(f)  Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 
tion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Requisitioned  Property. 

(g)  Total  number  of 
houses  upon  which 
requisition  has 
been  confirmed  . . 

93 

88 

86 

85 

82 

(h)  Number  of  family 
units  contained  in 
these  properties  . . 

398 

356 

344 

340 

330 
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(b)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  OF 
ACCOMMODATION  IN  ALL  PROPERTIES  AT 

31st  DECEMBER,  1955. 


Council  Houses  and  Flats 

2042 

Requisitioned  Property 

330 

Old  People’s  Flats 

44 

Manor  House,  Court  Farm,  New 

Cottages  and  Purchased 

Property 

23 

2439 

(c)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  RE- 
HOUSED IN  ALL  PROPERTIES  FROM  1st  JANUARY, 
1955  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1955. 

122 


(d)  THE  PRESENT  POSITION  (31-12-55)  AS  TO  OUT- 
STANDING APPLICATIONS  FOR  ACCOMMODATION 

IS  AS  FOLLOWS. 


One  or  more  Adults 

• • 

20 

Man  and  wife  only 

, . 

75 

Man,  wife  and  1 child 

• , 

133 

Man,  wife  and  2 children 

• . 

76 

Man,  wife  and  3 children 

• • 

35 

Man,  wife  and  4 or  more 

children 

12 

Aged  persons 

• • 

77 

Total 

428 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE 
SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955. 

Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . 601 

Total  number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . 1130 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 639 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  satisfactory  . . 273 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  with  defects  . . 328 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 310 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 19 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  (other  than  houses)  from 

complaints  of  nuisances,  etc.  . . . . 63 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 67 

Number  of  Revisits  . . ...  . . . . 45 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  in  which  nuisances  were 

found  . . . . . . . . 27 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 14 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . Nil 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  inspections  of  Dairies  . . . . 39 

Number  of  inspections  of  Milkshops  . . . . 27 

Food  Retailers  Premises. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  in  respect  of  Meat  . . 319 

Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . 67 

Fish  . . . . . . . . . . 75 

Grocery,  Provisions,  etc.  . . . . . . 41 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Kitchens,  etc.  . . . . 83 

Other  Shops  . . . . . . . . 10 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 65 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  . . . . . . 64 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . 1 

Statutory  . . . . Nil 

Stables. 

Number  of  Stables  inspected  . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . Nil 

Statutory  . . . . Nil 
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Vermin  (Bugs). 

Number  of  visits  regarding  verminous  premises  . . 19 

Number  of  visits  for  disinfestation  of  rooms  . . 13 

Number  of  rooms  treated  for  vermin  . . . . 27 

Drains. 

Number  of  drains  completely  renewed  . . . . 2 

Number  of  drains  partly  repaired  . . . . 23 

Number  of  visits  during  reconstruction  or  repair  . . 75 

Illness. 

Number  of  visits  in  respect  of  illness.  Infectious  . . 39 

Non-infectious  . . 12 

Number  of  visits  in  respect  of  Tuberculosis  . . . . 58 

Miscellaneous. 

Number  of  Sundry  visits  . . . . . . 391 

Number  of  visits  respecting  Unsound  Food  . . . . 143 

Table  of  Defects. 

Number  of  soil  and  vent  pipes,  W.C’s,  sinks  and  waste  pipes  63 

Number  of  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  . . . . 23 

Number  of  rooms,  passages  and  staircases  requiring  cleansing  2 

Number  of  structural  defects  to  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 

doors,  windows,  grates,  stairs  and  handrails  . . 115 

Number  of  roofs,  chimneys,  yard  paving,  steps  and  areas  76 

Number  of  dustbins,  ashpits  . . . . . . 81 

Number  of  cases  of  dampness  . . . . . . 96 

Number  of  accumulations  of  manure,  refuse,  etc.  . . 9 

Number  of  animal  nuisances  . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  . . Nil 

Number  of  defective  water  supply  . . . . 11 

Number  of  choked  drains  . . . . . . 47 

Number  of  bakehouses  limewashed  . . . . 1 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  By  Private  Enterprise  . . 151 

Four  Blocks  of  Flats  which  provide 
accommodation  for  11,  24,  23, 

21  families  . . . . 79 

Additional  Dwellings  by  conversion 

into  Flats  . . . . 92 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts  : 

Bv  Local  Authority.  Houses  8 

Flats  42 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954. 


Number  of  Applications  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  . . 18 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  granted  . . . . 15 

Number  of  Applicants  for  Revocation  of  Certificates  of 

Disrepair  . . . . . . . . 12 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Revocation  granted  . . 12 


UNDERGROUND  ROOMS  SURVEY. 

Number  of  Basements  Surveyed  . . 497 


NUMBER  OF  CLOSING  ORDERS  MADE  IN 
OF  UNDERGROUND  ROOMS. 


RESPECT 


Whole  Basements  . . . . 4 

Partial  Basements  . . . . 7 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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Total  . . . . 339  204  1 Nil 
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Total  i 66  Nil  ' Nil  j A77  AW 


FOOD  PREMISES. 


Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Ice  Cream. 

For  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  3 

For  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . 161 

Premises  registered  for  Cooked 

and  Preserved  Meat  . . 29 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manu- 
facture of  Sausages  . . 36 

Dairies  Registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  . . 4 

NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  117 

Butchers  and  Cooked  Meats  . . 42 

Fish  Shops  (including  Fried  Fish)  22 

Fruiterers  . . . . 75 

Bakers  (retail)  . . . . 33 

Confectioners  . . . . 88 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  . . 45 

Bakehouses  ..  ..  15 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Formal  Samples. 

Pork  Sausages  . . . . 20 

Beef  Sausages  . . . . 4 

Milk  . . . . . . 8 

Butter  . . . . . . 14 

Informal  Samples. 

Ice  Cream  . . . . 8 

Tinned  Cream  . . . . 6 

Fresh  Cream  . . . . 2 

Tinned  Rhubarb  . . . . 2 

Tinned  Loganberries  . . 1 

Tinned  Raspberries  . . . . 1 

Total  66 
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Deficient  Samples. 

No.  114  Pork  Sausages- — Deficient  in  Meat  4.6% 

No.  213  Pork  Sausages — Deficient  in  Meat  9.2% 

No.  545  Pork  Sausages — Deficient  in  Meat  11.5% 

These  deficiences  were  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  meat  content 
should  be  65%. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  PROSECUTION. 

A prosecution  against  the  manufacturers  of  sample  No.  213,  Pork 
Sausages,  resulted  in  a fine  of  £ 5 Os.  Od.  and  £3  3s.  Od.  costs. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT— PROSECUTIONS. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  an  owner  of  a house  to  abate  a 
nuisance. 

The  Court  made  an  order  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  within 
14  days  and  allowed  the  Council  £2  12s.  6d.  costs. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a tenant  for  occupation  of  Under- 
ground Rooms  knowing  that  a Closing  Order  had  become  operative. 
A fine  of  £10  Os.  Od.  was  imposed. 

EXAMINATION  OF  ICE  CREAM. 


Number  of  samples  taken  . . 34 

Graded  as  follows  : 

Grade  1 . . . . 13 

Grade  2 . . . . 15 

Grade  3 . . . . 3 

Grade  4 . . . . 1 


2 Samples  of  Lollies  were  found  satisfactory. 

A sample  of  Chinese  Egg  Albumen  was  submitted  for  Bacterio- 
logical Examination  and  Salmonella  typhimurium  was  isolated. 
A quantity  of  9Jlbs.  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

RATS. 

During  the  year,  the  Rodent  Operators  made  3,932  visits  for  the 
eradication  of  rats  and  mice.  The  number  of  rat  bodies  found  was 
419.  Two  full  time  rodent  operators  are  emploved. 

SEWER  TREATMENT. 

A major  treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  and  sewrer  treat- 
ments show  the  advantage  with  a corresponding  decrease  in  the 
number  of  complaints  from  surface  infestations. 
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SALE  OF  MILK  UNDER  SPECIAL  DESIGNATION. 


Licences  were  granted  as  follows  : — 

For  the  Sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . 34 

For  the  Sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 51 

For  the  Sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  . . . . 36 


SAMPLES  OF  DESIGNATED  MILK 
TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Farm  Bottled)  58 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  90 

Channel  Island  Pasteurised  Milk  . . 90 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 150 

Sterilised  Milk  . . . . 30 

Samples  which  did  not  comply  wi  ll  the  Conditions. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . 4 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  4 

Channel  Island  Pasteurised  Milk  . . 2 


All  these  samples  failed  on  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . 70 

Non-designated  Milk  . . 40 

One  sample  of  non-designated  milk  was  found  to  contain  Tubercle 
by  Guinea  Pig  innoculation. 

In  two  cases  the  guinea  pig  died  before  a result  was  obtained. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 
SWIMMING  BATH  WATER  AT  THE  KING  ALFRED. 
Small  Bath. 


Date 

Plate  Count 
Yeastrel  Agar 

2 days  37°C. 

Probable  Number  of 
Coliform  MacConkeys 

2 days  37°C. 

5th  Jan. 

9 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

17th  Jan. 

113  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

25th  Jan. 

4,000  per  ml. 
(approx.) 

1 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

9th  Feb. 

18  per  ml. 

1 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

22nd  Feb. 

43  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

3rd  March 

6 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

22nd  March 

6 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

5th  April 

90  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

28th  April 

1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

5th  May 

16  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

26th  May 

J 

92  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

28th  June 

30  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

5th  July 

16  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

27th  July 

75  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

2nd  Aug. 

8 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

11th  Aug. 

19  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

18th  Aug. 

2 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

29th  Aug. 

43  per  ml. 

1 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

8th  Sept. 

3 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

13th  Sept. 

200  per  ml. 
(approx.) 

90  per  100  ml. 

17 

Faecal 

21st  Sept. 

10  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 
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5th  Oct. 

170  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

21st  Oct. 

66  per  ml. 

1 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

25th  Oct. 

50  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

9th  Nov. 

136  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

15th  Nov. 

27  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

23rd  Nov. 

7 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

8th  Dec. 

2 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

19th  Dec. 

72  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 
SWIMMING  WATER  BATH  AT  THE  KING  ALFRED. 


Large  Swimming  Bath. 


Date 

* 

Plate  Count 
Yeastrel  Agar 

2 days  at  37°C. 
Aerobically 

J 

Probable  Number  of 
Coliform  Bacilli, 
MacConkeys  2 days 
at  37°C. 

28th  April 

7 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

5th  May 

j 

11  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

26th  May 

J 

8 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

28th  June 

10  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

5th  July 

9 per  ml. 

1 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

20th  July 

8 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

27th  July 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

2nd  Aug. 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

11th  Aug. 

332  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

18th  Aug. 

3 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

29th  Aug. 

40  per  ml. 

23  per  100  ml. 

3 Faecal 

8th  Sept. 

4 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

13th  Sept. 

11  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

21st  Sept. 

3 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

The  large  swimming  bath  is  used  as  such  for  the  period  from  Easter 

until  the  end  of  September. 
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FOOD  CONDEMNED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1955. 


Home  Killed  Meat. 

Beef  ..  ..  . . 112  lbs. 

Pork  . . . . . . 126  lbs. 

Ox  Liver  . . . . . . 40  lbs. 

Imported  Meat. 

Beef 

Lambs  Liver 

Miscellaneous  Meat  Products. 

Ham 
Bacon 

Pork  Sausages 
Beef  Sausages 

Tinned  Meat. 


Ham 

123  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  . . 

172  lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

319  lbs. 

Stewed  Steak 

148  lbs. 

Jellied  Veal 

Ox  Tongues 

Steak  Puddings  . . 
Lamb  Tongues  . . 

63  lbs. 
18  lbs. 
4 lbs. 
4 lbs. 

Wet  Fish. 

Halibut 
Whiting 
Cod  . . 

Lemon  Soles 

Herrings 

Hake 

Golden  Cutlets  . 
Turbot 

Smoked  Haddock 

Kippers 

Escollops 

Plaice 

Brill 

Lobster 

Mackerel 

Coley  Fillets 

Mock  Halibut 

Haddock  Roe 


6J  lbs. 

3 stones 

12  stones  11  lbs. 
11  stones  7 lbs. 

4 stones  12  lbs. 

1 stone  5 lbs. 

2 stones 
1 stone 

1 stone 
18  stones 

6 dozen 

5 stones 

7 lbs. 

2 stones 
2 stones 

6 stones 
11  lbs. 

1 stone 


60  lbs. 
31  lbs. 
65  lbs. 
36  lbs. 


243  lbs. 
10  lbs. 
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Tinned  Fish. 

Pilchards 

Salmon 

Sardines 

Herrings 

Herring  Roes 

Rock  Lobster 

Crab 

Brisling 

Prawns 

Tinned  Fruit. 

Plums 

Peaches 

Pineapple 

Pears 

Blackcurrants 

Grapefruit 

Apricots 

Strawberries 

Cherries 

Rhubarb 

Apples 

Oranges 

Fruit  Salad 

Gooseberries 

Grapes 

Raspberries 

Prunes 

Quince 

Fruit  Pulp  : 

Apricot 

Peaches 

Tinned  Vegetables. 

Processed  Peas 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce 

Garden  Peas 

Tomatoes 

Carrots 

Mixed  Vegetables 
Beetroot 
Runner  Beans 
Celery 

Tinned  Milk. 

Evaporated  Milk 
Skimmed  Milk 
Full  Cream  Milk 
Cream 


49  tins 
28  tins 
6 tins 
16  tins 

3 tins 
5 tins 

15  tins 

4 tins 
1 tin 


17  lbs. 
266  lbs. 
116  lbs. 
106  lbs. 
11  lbs. 
56  lbs. 
102  lbs. 
10  lbs. 
64  lbs. 
71  lbs. 
10  lbs. 
46  lbs. 
20  lbs. 

1 lb. 

2 lbs. 
8 lbs. 

3 lbs. 
2 lbs. 

55  lbs. 
320  lbs. 


139  lbs. 
116  lbs. 
100  lbs. 
228  lbs. 

11  lbs. 
187  lbs. 
50  lbs. 
7 lbs. 
14  lbs. 


190  tins 
29  tins 
12  tins 
18  tins 
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Jam  and  Marmalade. 


Apricot 

78  lbs. 

Blackcurrant 

1 lb. 

Strawberry 

3 lbs. 

Plum 

4 lbs. 

Greengage 

1 lb. 

Bramble  Jelly 

1 lb. 

Orange  Marmalade 

27  lbs. 

Grapefruit  Maramalade 

191  lbs. 

Ginger  Marmalade 

1 lb. 

Soup. 

Tomato  . . . . . . 10  tins 

Vegetable  . . . . . . 3 tins 

Mushroom  . . . . . . 1 tin 

Chicken  . . . . . . 4 tins 

Oxtail  . . . . . . 9 tins 

Mock  Turtle  . . . . . . 4 tins 

Kidney  . . . . . . 1 tin 


Other  Foods. 

Cheese  Spread 
Meat  Paste 
Whole  Liquid  Egg 
Cheese 

Beans  and  Sausages 
Fish  Paste 
Pickles  and  Sauces 
Tomato  Juice 
Lemon  Squash 
Orange  Squash 
Spaghetti 
Marzipan 
Cake 

Cake  Mixture 
Cereals 
Flour 
Butter 

Spring  Greens 
Calves  Foot  felly 
Custard 
Marmite 

Macaroni  (Tinned) 


3 lbs. 

43  jars 

11  cwts.  41  lbs. 
288  lbs. 

1 lb. 

31  tins 

50  bottles  &c  jars 
3 tins 
3 bottles 

2 bottles 
20  lbs. 

3 tons  13  cwts. 
23£  lbs. 

H lbs. 

1 x 12  oz.  pkt. 
39  lbs. 

5 lbs. 

31  bags 

1 jar 

2 lbs. 

1 jar 
1 tin 


36 


